The City Council of the City of Monticello, Florida, met in regular session at Monticello City Hall on January 2, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.    

The following members were present:

Gloria Cox

Julie Conley

John Jones
George Evans
Katrina Richardson

Others present were: 
Seth Lawless, City Manager

Emily Anderson, City Clerk

Fred Mosley, Police Chief

Mitchell Herring, City Attorney

Mayor Gloria Cox called the meeting to order.  City Council Member Julie Conley offered an invocation, and Mayor Cox led the Pledge of Allegiance.

 PUBLIC COMMENT

Tom Conley made remarks and comments about outgoing City Clerk/Treasurer Emily Anderson.
CONSENT AGENDA:

*Approval of Council Minutes of  December 5, 2023

*
PUBLIC HEARING / COUNCIL ACTION:

FINAL PUBLIC HEARING / COUNCIL ACTION:

ORDINANCE 2023 – 12  AN ORDINANCE REZONING PROPERTY LOCATED AT 880 N. RAILROAD STREET, COMPRISING .38 ACRES WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF MONTICELLO, FLORIDA, FROM R-1, RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-FAMILY TO R-1A/RESIDENTIAL, SINGLE-FAMILY/MOBILE HOMES ALLOWED; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Councilman George Evans made a motion and Councilman John Jones made a second to the motion to accept. 
Council voted to accept and passed unanimously.

City Attorney Mitchell Herring - Explanation of Annexation Procedures.

City Attorney gave an explanation of different options that the city has to pursue the annexation of the properties in questions. Procedure could take up to a year, the properties must be contiguous. He would suggest a study to determine costs and feasibility. Councilman George Evans suggested a workshop to determine which property owners would be interested, this workshop could include any other property owners also. The workshop for discussions of annexation will be scheduled for January 25, 2024 at 6PM.
[CLAYTON TOLBERT, IN RE:  PAVING OF JACKSON STREET – DID NOT APPEAR]

Approval of Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement with Jefferson County
Was discussed

Councilwoman Julie Conley made a motion to accept
Councilman George Evans made a second to the motion 

Approved and passed unanimously 

Approval of Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement

Was discussed 

Councilwoman Katrina Richardson made a motion to accept

Councilwoman Julie Conley made a second to the motion 

Approved and passed unanimously 

Discussion of Purchase of Truck for Sewer Department

Was discussed and decided to move $40,000 from General revenue to Utility.

Councilman George Evans made a motion to accept

Councilwoman Katrina Richardson

Approved and passed

Old Business

none
New Business


-Offer to Purchase Utility Easement for Cross Landings Lift Station

City Attorney Mitchell Herring discussed and recommended acceptance, this will be a permanent easement.

Councilwoman Julie Conley made a motion to accept

Councilman John Jones made a second to the motion to accept. 

Approved and passed


-Authorization to Demolish 420 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue


City Manager Seth Lawless noted that the are two processes with the Code, he is using the shorter process. Councilwoman Julie Conley suggested that due process was not being followed. City Attorney to review, no further action tonight.

Reports from Committees and Departments


*Mitchell Herring, City Attorney, none

*Fred Mosley, Police Chief, appreciation to Councilwoman Julie Conley and Emily Anderson, City Clerk


*Seth Lawless, City Manager, 


*Emily Anderson, City Clerk

 
 - Arbor Day Activities – January 19th at 9:00 a.m. – Orchard Park
ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION / ARBOR DAY PROJECT  Clerk Anderson announced that Arbor Day will be the third Friday in January, and the project will be expansion of Arbor Day Park with additional trees and building of a grape arbor.  

Council Member Reports
Councilman George Evans reminded of the food drive.

Councilwoman Julie Conley gave thanks to staff, board, employees and citizens

Mayor Gloria Cox gave an update on projects

Councilman John Jones made note that MLK needs work, storm water drains need to be cleaned.

Councilwoman Katrina Richardson noted that the water problem on US 19 South, in front of Cluckers, is a problem again. She suggested we contact FDOT again.

Mr. Goerge Pittman had a street named for him and brought in his street sign for all to see.
Administration of Oaths of Office to Elected Officials by County Judge

Robert R. Plaines

 *Katrina Richardson, City Council Member, Group 3

 *John Jones, Jr., City Council Member, Group 4

 *Brian Bachman, City Council Member, Group 5

 *James Griffin, City Clerk/Treasurer


 *Fred Mosley, Police Chief

Election of 2024 Mayor and Vice-Mayor
Mayor, Councilman George Evans nominated Mayor Gloria Cox to remain in the seat as Mayor. Vote was taken and unanimously accepted
Vice-Mayor, Councilman John Jones nominated himself. Vote was taken and unanimously accepted.

Appointment of Committee to Review CDBG Grant Administration 


Proposals (Proposals Due January 12)

Julie Conley
Shannon Metty

Floyd Faglie

Nicolaus Pillito
Kurt Mackowitz

Appointment of Local Planning Agency Ex-Officio Member

Councilman Brian Bachman appointed

Appointment of Budget Committee
Mayor Gloria Cox

Councilman Brian Bachman

Appointment of Representative to Community Traffic Safety Team
Councilwoman Katrina Richardson appointed

Appointment to the Tourist Development Council

Councilman George Evans appointed

Upcoming Meetings and Workshop Dates

 -Annual Council Retreat Date



May 10, 2024


-Workshop for Annexation 



January 25, 2024 at 6PM

Adjournment

                                                           
       
Respectfully submitted,
                                                                   

James Griffin
                                    


City Clerk/Treasurer

-------------------------------------

Mayor

