The City Council of the City of Monticello, Florida, met in regular session on 
January 5, 2016 at 7:00 PM at City Hall.  The following members were present: 

        Tom Vogelgesang, Mayor
        Gerrold Austin 
        Julie Conley

        John Jones
        George Evans
Others present were: 

        Fred Mosley, Chief of Police 
        Steve Wingate, City Manager

        Emily Anderson, City Clerk
        Bruce Leinback, City Attorney
Mayor Tom Vogelgesang called the meeting to order.  Council Member John Jones    offered an invocation, and Mayor Vogelgesang led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
PUBLIC COMMENT
*Troy Avera on behalf of Main Street, thanked Police Chief Mosley and City Manager Wingate for all the assistance with Downtown Christmas.  He also thanked the Volunteer Fire Department for their ongoing efforts.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion of John Jones, seconded by Gerrold Austin, minutes of the December 1, 2015 meeting were approved.
DEBORAH D’ATTILE RE:  LOITERING AND ILLEGAL ACTIVITY ON E. WASHINGTON STREET  Ms. D’Attile complained about large groups of people   around her property who are loitering, urinating in public and on her building, drinking, cursing, playing loud music, selling drugs and engaged in possible illegal business activities, such as selling food.  There have also been a number of items stolen from her property.  This situation is affecting her business since there is panhandling of her customers and creating a dangerous environment.  She reported the owner of the convenience store has been unresponsive to her complaints and is allowing these activities on the property.  Chief Mosley noted he has discussed the issues with the store manager and has significantly increased police presence in the area.  He also noted that Ms. D’Attile should call the police department immediately upon seeing activities which appear to be illegal.  
Mayor Vogelgesang discussed the issue of appropriate food licenses which are needed through the Department of Business and Professional Regulation for selling food and encouraged checking of those licenses.  City Manager Wingate also offered to assist the police department.
Ms. D’Attile also noted the bike trial has some hedges which need to be trimmed.
UPDATE ON MONTICELLO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES  Fire Chief Lester Lawrence gave an update of activities for the past year, noting that the department is engaging in educational programs and continuing efforts to acquire equipment.  Mike Long discussed the need to be able to move quickly on authorizing equipment purchases through a reimbursement program from the forestry department, and asked if Council approval is necessary to participate in this program.  Mr. Long was instructed to provide the forms to the city for review to determine if there is any action the Council can take to pre-approve participation in the program.  
Council Member John Jones noted that the Apalachee Regional Planning Council may be able to assist with hazardous materials training coordination.

Eagle Scout Mark Vinson also discussed a project of re-painting city hydrants and clearing vegetation on city streets.  He noted he would be asking for donations of paint.  Chief Lawrence noted a fire department member would oversee the project.  City Manager Wingate noted that paint could be provided, along with other tools needed.  On motion of Julie Conley, seconded by Gerrold Austin, the City Council unanimously voted to approve the project, noting that the hydrants on U.S. 90 and U.S. 19 would not be included, due to heavy traffic in those areas.
(CONTINUED FROM DECEMBER 1, 2015 AGENDA)
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE HEARINGS – NUISANCE ABATEMENT ACTIONS:
Resolution 2015-28 – 665 Ash Street  

-Jennifer Allen, Owner 

With Ms. Allen present, upon questioning by Attorney Bruce Leinback, City Manager Wingate noted that the property in question was inspected on September 22, 2015 with the Building Inspector, who noted deficiencies which constitute a public nuisance.  Mr. Leinback also noted the Building Inspector’s report of no electricity service at the residence, which Ms. Allen confirmed, and also confirmed pictures of the existing conditions at the dwelling.  Attorney Leinback noted Mr. Wingate’s request for declaration of nuisance and demolition of the structure.  Ms. Allen noted she has no immediate ability to demolish the building, and Attorney Leinback suggested to the Council that the resolution be approved, but give the property owner be given additional time to complete the demolition.  
On motion of Gerrold Austin, seconded by George Evans, the Council unanimously voted to approve Resolution 2015-28, changing the due date for completion of the demolition until April 5, 2016.
Resolution 2015-29 – Ash Street
-Jennifer Allen, Owner
With Ms. Allen present, Attorney Bruce Leinback questioned City Manager Wingate, who reported that the property in question was inspected by Building Inspector Bullock and found to be so dilapidated that it required demolition.  Ms. Allen confirmed that photos of the property were representative of the current condition of the property.  Attorney Leinback suggested the Council offer an extension of time to the property owner to demolish the building.
On motion of George Evans, seconded by John Jones, the Council unanimously voted to approve Resolution 2015-29, changing the due date for completion of the demolition until April 5, 2016.

Mr. Leinback asked Ms. Allen to keep the City Manager informed of progress of work.

APPOINTMENT OF HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEMBER  Two applicants have offered to serve on the Board.  On motion of George Evans, seconded by John Jones, the Council voted unanimously to appoint Augusta Bird as the new Historic Design Review Board member.
DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC PROPERTY AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM ORDINANCE   Mayor Vogelgesang noted Attorney Leinback has asked that the ordinance discussion be continued until the next meeting.
ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION AND ACTIVITIES  City Manager Wingate reported the city will be planting trees along the wastewater treatment plant fence for Arbor Day.  On motion of John Jones, seconded by Julie Conley, the Council unanimously approved the selection of January 15, 2016  as Arbor Day.     
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS

*Police Chief Fred Mosley noted money received from Fred’s was used to help purchase toys for needy families, and the Department also gathered items for the nursing homes.
*City Manager Steve Wingate reported the receipt of monies for water main repair from the Suwannee River Water Management District.
*City Clerk Emily Anderson asked for Council direction on release of the monies for Aid to Private Organizations and to the Jefferson County Economic Development Council.  After discussion of the current budget situation, John Jones made a motion to approve release of the Aid to Private Organization monies and the payment of the budgeted amount to Economic Development.  The motion was seconded by Gerrold Austin.  Council Member Julie Conley announced she would abstain from voting on the motion because of a possible conflict of interest since she is employed by the Jefferson Councy Economic Development Council.  With Council Member Conley abstaining, the remaining Council Members voted unanimously to approve the motion.
Clerk Anderson also reminded the Council of the upcoming community prayer breakfast, and noted a new city website is under development.

COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS

*Council Member John Jones reminded City Manager Wingate that if Rails to Trails money is available, paving of the south portion of the bike trail would be a good project.
*Council Member Julie Conley noted the donation of four trees to be planted in the new city parking lot.  She also reported a Council workshop may be needed in February to discuss possible extension of city sewer service to the I-10/59 interchange for a new project.
*Council Member Gerrold Austin noted his mission on the City Council is coming to an end, and that it has been a pleasure and honor to serve on the City Council.  

Mayor Vogelgesang presented Council Member Austin with a plaque thanking him for his service and presented him with a key to the city.

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE TO ELECTED OFFICIALS

County Judge Robert Plaines administered the Oaths of Office to Group 3 City Council Member Julie Conley, Group 4 City Council Member John Jones, Group 5 City Council Member Troy Avera, Police Chief Fred Mosley, and City Clerk/Treasurer Emily Anderson.

ELECTION OF MAYOR AND VICE MAYOR  

With the re-seating of the Council, and Council Member Troy Avera assuming the Group 5 seat, George Evans nominated Tom Vogelgesang as Mayor.  With second by Council Member Jones, and closure of the nomination, on unanimous vote, Tom Vogelgesang was elected Mayor.  George Evans nominated John Jones as Vice Mayor.  Julie Conley seconded the nomination, and the Council unanimously voted  John Jones as Vice-Mayor.    
Citizen Carolyn Hamilton of 660 Poplar Street, asked for permission to address the Council with an issue.  She noted that there is a drainage ditch which needs to be improved, as well as a drain at the rear of her property which needs to be cleaned.  
City Manager Wingate offered to look at the property and drain.
There will be no January workshop.

With no further discussions, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                           
       
Respectfully submitted,

                                                                   

Emily Anderson
                                      

City Clerk/Treasurer

--------------------------------------

 Mayor
NOTE:  These proceedings were digitally recorded (1 File)
